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House of Burgess: GOP preparing for 
convention rumble 


Party leaders are planning possible delegate deadlock 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


At the Jan. 23, 2012, University of South Florida Republican presidential 
debate in Tampa, eventual nominee Mitt Romney proposed the idea of “self 
deportation” as the answer to America's immigration question. He didn't 
want to round people up exactly, but he wanted to lead these folks to 


“decide they can do better by going home.” 


Policy positions like these led to a thorough drubbing in the election that 
November, handing President Barack Obama a second term. The GOP has 


lost the popular vote in five of the last six elections. 


“Non-whites were 26.3 percent of all voters in the 2012 election, a record 
high share,” reported the Pew Research Center's FactCheck of the May 8, 
2013, Census Bureau “Voting and Registration” report. “But they compose 
an even higher share of all U.S. adults age 18 and older — 33.9 percent. ... 
By 2060 it will be 54.8 percent, according to Census Bureau projections. ... 
The electoral playing field for future Republican presidential candidates will 
become increasingly difficult. (Romney received just 17 percent of the non- 


white vote.)" 


The month after Romney's defeat, “Republican National Committee 
Chairman Reince Priebus announced the Growth and Opportunity Project,” 
reads their summary report, released March 18, 2013. “We were asked to 
dig deep to provide an honest review of the 2012 election cycle and a path 
forward for the Republican Party to ensure success in winning more 


elections." 


They concluded the party was throwing away otherwise obtainable votes 
with both hands. “When it comes to social issues, the party must in fact and 
deed be inclusive and welcoming," they wrote. "If we are not, we will limit 
our ability to attract young people and others, including many women, who 


agree with us on some but not all issues.” 


Meanwhile, on Dec. 7, two top GOP presidential candidates solidified the 


shift in the party base's main target from Mexicans to Muslims: 


e “Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States until our country’s representatives can figure out 


what is going on." — Press release. 


e “I don’t know if sand can glow in the dark, but we’re going to find out.” — 


Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, Cedar Rapids, Iowa speech. 


Meeting the same day, aghast party leaders panicked. 


“More than 20 [party leaders] convened [Dec. 7] near the Capitol for a 
dinner held by Priebus, and the prospect of Trump nearing next year’s 
nominating convention in Cleveland with a significant number of delegates 
dominated the discussion, according to five people familiar with the 
meeting,” reported The Washington Post's Robert Costa and Tom 
Hamburger on Thursday. “Several longtime Republican power brokers 
argued that if the controversial billionaire storms through the primaries, the 
party’s establishment must lay the groundwork for a floor fight in which the 
GOP’s mainstream wing could coalesce around an alternative, the people 


said.” 


As I wrote in my Aug. 1, 2012 column, “Let's get unconventional,” I am 
usually against presidential conventions as they have become nothing more 


than loud infomercials for an already-selected candidate. The last time a 


candidate was even in question in either major party was 1980. This could 


be interesting, though. 


For his part, current third place-holder Dr. Ben Carson is having none of it. 


As Trump has suggested before, Carson is now threatening to leave the 


party. 


“If the leaders of the Republican Party want to destroy the party, they 
should continue to hold meetings like the one described in the Washington 
Post this morning,” he wrote in a Friday press release. “If this was the 
beginning of a plan to subvert the will of the voters and replace it with the 
will of the political elite, I assure you Trump will not be the only one leaving 


the party." 


Republicans can't afford to embrace a losing strategy. But, if the most 
popular outsider candidates are purged, they can very well run as a third- 
party, siphoning off votes. It's a pickle the GOP put themselves in, and it's 


one only they can get themselves out of. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 


8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


